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BEAUTY AND THE BEAST. 


THERE was once a rich merchant who had six children, three boys 
three girls. ‘The daughters were all handsome, but particularly the youn; 
so very beautiful indeed was she, that every one called her Little Beauty 
when she was grown up, nobody called her by any other name, which 1 
her sisters extremely jealous. 


This youngest sister was not only handsomer than her sisters, but was 
better tempered: the two eldest were extremely proud of being rich. 

By a series of accidents, the merchant suddenly lost his whole for 
Having nothing left but a small cottage in the country, he said to his daugl 
“My children, we must now go and live in the cottage, and try to get a 
sistence by labor, for we have no other means of support left.” 
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The two eldest, whose bad temper has been spoken of, now replied, they. 
knew not how to work, and would not leave town; and added, that they 
had lovers enough who would be glad to marry them, though they now had 
no fortune. But in this they soon found themselves mistaken; for the lovers, 
hearing what had happened, said ‘“'They are too haughty and ill-tempered ; 
all we wanted was their fortunes. We are by no means sorry to see their 
pride humbled; let. them show their pertness to their cows and sheep.” 
But every one pitied Beauty, because she was so sweet-tempered and kind 
to every one, and several gentlemen offered to marry her, though she had 
not a penny; but Beauty refused all their offers, by saying, she could never 
think of abandoning her poor father in his misfortunes. 


‘The family had lived in this manner about a year, when the merchant 
received a letter, which informed him that one of his richest vessels, which 
he thought was lost, had just arrived in the port. When they found this 
news made it necessary for him to go to the ship, the two eldest daughters 
begged he would not fail to bring them, on his return, some new dresses, 
caps, rings, and all sorts of trinkets. ‘ And you, Beauty,” said her father, 
“you do not ask for any thing; but what shall I bring you, my child?” 
Beauty did not wish to put her father to any expense or trouble; but fearful, 
if she was silent, she would be considered obstinate, simply replied, ‘Since’ 
you are so kind as to think of me, my dear father, I should like you to bring 
mea pretty rose, for we have none in our garden.” Not that Beauty wanted 
the rose, but as she found she must name something, she named this, from a 
singular wish that came into her mind to possess one. 7 , : 


The merchant took his leave, and set out on his journey; but on his arrival 
at the port, some dishonest persons went to law with him about the merchan- 
dise; so after a great deal of trouble, he returned home nearly as poor as he 
set out. When within a few miles of his home, his road laid through a thick — 
forest, and he had the misfortune to lose himself. Night being come, he ima-— 
gined that. he should die of cold or hunger. | 


All at once, the wearied merchant happening to look down an avenue, dis-_ 
covered a light, but it seemed at a great distance. He pursued his way 
towards it, and found it proceeded from a splendid palace illuminated all over. 
He quickened his horses’ pace, and soon arrived at the gates, which he opened ; 
and was surprised not to find a single person in any of the outer yards; and— 
walking towards the house, which he entered, and, to his great astonishment, : 
without seeing a living creature. : | 

He pursued his way to a large hall in which there was a good fire, and a 
table plentifully provided with the most delicate dishes. He waited a con-— 
siderable time, and still nobody came; at length the merchant, overcome with — 
hunger and thirst, helped himself to a chicken, of which he made but a few 


mouthfuls, and then toa few glasses of wine, all the time trembling with fear; 
but he had not seen a single person. | | 


He now took courage, and looking a little further about him, he opened a 
door at the extremity of the hall, and entered an apartment where there was 
an excellent bed, and finding himself quite overcome with fatigue, he resolved 
to get into it. It was ten o’clock next morning before he thought of rising. 


He returned to the hall where he had supped, and there found a breakfast 
ready prepared. “Truly, my good fairy,” said the merchant aloud, “I am 
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BEAUTY AND THE BEAST. 


extremely indebted to your kind care of me;” and then having sat himself 
down, made a hearty meal. 

As he passed out under one of the arbors, which was loaded with most 
beautiful roses, he suddenly recollected Beauty’s request, and felt pleased at 
being able to gather a bunch of them to carry home. 

The merchant had scarcely touched the rose-bush, before he heard a most 
horrible noise, and at the same moment saw a hideous Beast approaching him 


—he was ready to die with fear. ‘‘ Ungrateful man!” said the Beast, in a 


terrible voice, “I saved your life, by receiving you into my palace, and in 
return you steal my roses, which I value more than all my other possessions. 
Know you not, that with your life, alone, you can atone for your fault! pre- 
pare, then, to meet your fate, for you shall die in a quarter of an hour!” 


The merchant fell on his knees, and clasping his hands, said, “ My Lord, 1 
humbly entreat your pardon: I did not think it could offend you to gather a 
rose for one of my daughters, who desired to have one.” “Iam not a lord, 
but a Beast,” replied the monster: “ you say, however, that you have daugh- 
ters: I can pardon you, but only on one condition, and that is, that one of your 
daughters shall come hither and die in your place: do not attempt to argue 
with me, but go. If they should refuse, swear to me that you will yourself 
return within three months.” . 


The tender-hearted merchant had no intention to let one of his daughters 
die in his stead; but he thought that by seeming to accept the Beast’s condi- 
tion, he should at least have the pleasure of embracing his dear children once 
more, before he met his unfortunate fate. | 


He accordingly swore, and the Beast told him he might go when he pleased: 
“ But,” added he, “it is not my intention that you should go empty handed. ° 


Go back into the chamber in which you slept, where you will find an empty 
chest: fill it with whatever you like best, and I will get it conveyed to your 
own house.” The Beast, having said this, went away: and the merchant said 


to himself, “If I must die, yet I shall have the consolation of leaving my 


children some provision.” 


He returned to the chamber where he had slept, and found a great quan- 
tity of pieces of gold; he filled his chest with them to the very brim, locked 
it, ad mounting his horse, left the ‘palace with no less grief than he had 
entered it with joy. 


The horse, of itself, took a path across the forest, and in a short time they 
reached the merchant’s house. He held in his hand the bunch of roses, 
which he gave to Beauty, saying, “Take these, Beauty; but little do you 
think what they have cost your unhappy father,”—and then he gave an account 
of what happened at the palace of the Beast. 


The two eldest sisters immediately began to shed tears, and reproach Beauty, | 
who, they ill-naturedly said, would by her whims and fancies be the cause 


of their father’s death. 


“No,” replied Beauty, “I shall not cause the death of my father, since, — 
as the Beast offers to accept of one of his daughters in his stead, I will give © 
myself up to his fury; and most happy do I think myself in being able at 


once to save his life, and prove my love to the best of fathers.” 


The merchant endeavored in vain to reason with Beauty, for she was deter- — 
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BEAUTY AND THE BEAST. 


‘mined to go; at which the eldest sisters, meanly jealous of. her amiable quali. 
ties, secretly rejoiced; though they pretended to be sadly grieved, and to she 
tears at the thought of the danger she was about to be exposed to. — q 


The merchant was so afflicted with the idea of losing his dear child, that he 
never once thought of the chest he had filled with gold; but, retiring to his 
chamber at night, to his great surprise, he perceived it standing by his bed-side: 
He determined to say nothing to his eldest daughters of the riches he possessed 
for he knew very well they would immediately wish to return to town; but he 
told Beauty his secret, who prudently followed the same example, and treas: 
ured up the riches against the time she and her father should be absent. 


When the three month’s were expired, the merchant and Beauty prepared 
to set out for the palace of the Beast; upon which occasion the two envioug 
sisters pretended to shed a great many tears; but both the merchant and hig 
sons shed them in reality. Beauty only did not weep; for she thought it would 
tend to increase their affliction. | 


They reached the palace in a few hours; the merchant with his daughtel 
proceeded to the large hall, where they found a table magnificently provided 
with every delicacy, and with two covers laid on it. ‘The merchant had little 
appetite; but Beauty, the better to conceal her sorrow, placed herself at table 
and having helped her father, began to eat, thinking all the time, that the 
Beast had surely a mind that they should live well before he would eat her up 
since he had provided such a plenty of good cheer. 


When they had finished their supper, they heard a hissing noise; and th 
good old man began to bid his poor child farewell, for he knew it was th 
Beast coming to them. ) 


Beauty, on seeing the hideous form of the ugly monster, could not hel 
being terrified. The monster having asked her, if she came willingly? sh 
replied, trembling more than before, “ Yes.”—‘‘ Good man,” said he, “ yo 
may leave the palace to-morrow morning, and take care to return to it 
more. Good night, Beauty.” “Good night, Beast,’ answered she; and t 
monster then wi,ad | 


The merchant and Beauty now bid each other a sorrowful good night, an 
went to bed, thinking it would be impossible for them to close their eyes; bu 
no sooner had they laid down, than they fell into a profound sleep, from whie 
they did not awake till morning. Beauty had a dream, which somewhat com 
forted her; for she dreamed that a little lady approached her, who said, “J at 
much pleased, Beauty, at the generous affection you have shown in being wil 
ing to give your life to save that of your father; and it shall not go unrewarded. 
Beauty, as soon as she arose, related this dream to her father; but though 
afforded both some comfort, yet the merchant could not take leave of his 
darling child, without shedding the bitterest tears. 3 | 


Beauty, soon resolved not to make her unhappy situation worse by useles 
sorrow. She now determined to take a view of the palace, with the beaut 
of which she was much delighted. But-what was her surprise, at coming to 
large and splendid suit of rooms, to find written over the door of the principal 
entrance, “ Brauty’s apartments.” She opened it hastily, and was dazzle 
at the splendor of every thing they contained; but what excited her wondé 
more than all, was a large library filled with books, a harpsichord, and oth 
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BEAUTY AND THE BEAST. a 


pieces of music. She then opened the library, and perceived a book, on which 
was written, in letters of gold: 5 aides | 


‘“‘ Beauteous lady, dry your tears ; 
Here’s no cause for sighs or fears : 
Command as freely as you may, 
Compliance still shall mark your sway.” 


“ Alas!”? said she, sighing, “there is nothing I so much desire as to see 
my poor father.” Think how great was her astonishment, when, on casting 
her eyes on a mirror that stood near her, she saw her home, and her father 
riding up to the cottage in the deepest affliction! Her two sisters had come 
out to meet him, and Beauty could not help noticing that notwithstanding all . 
their endeavors to look sorry, they could not help betraying their evident joy. 
In a short time, all this disappeared; but Beauty began to think that the 
Beast was very kind to her, and that she certainly could have nothing to 
fear from him. : 


About noon, she found a table prepared for her, and a delightful concert. 
of music played all the time she was eating her dinner, without her seeing 
a single creature. 

At supper, when she was going to place herself at table, she heard the 
noise of the Beast, and could not help trembling with terror. ‘ Will you 
allow me, Beauty, the pleasure of seeing you sup?” “ That is as you please,” 
answered she, dreadfully frightened. ‘ Not in the least,’ said the Beast; 
“you alone command in this place. Tell me, do not you think me very ugly ?” 
“Truly, yes,’ answered she, “for I cannot tell a falsehood; but then you 
are very good.” 

“Pray do not let me interrupt your eating,” continued he, “and be sure you 
do not want for any thing, for all you see is yours, and I shall be extremely 
sorry if you are not happy.” ‘You are very good,” replied Beauty; “1 
must needs confessyy I think very highly of your disposition; so much so, 
that I almost forgot your ugliness.” ‘Yes, yes, I trust I am good-natured; 
but still Iam a ro : 


Beauty supped with an excellent appetite, and had nearly got the better 
of her dread of the monster; but she was ready to die with fear, when he 
said to her: “ Beauty, will you be my wife?” She remained for a few 
minutes without answering, for she was afraid of putting him in a passior 
by refusing. , At-last she replied; “I cannot, Beast.” 


The Beast made no reply, but sighed deeply. Beauty, who trembled exces- 
sively at such an unlooked-for occurrence, was soon relieved of her terror, fo’ 


he said, in a melancholy tone, “ Adieu, Beauty!” and left her. Beauty, fing 


Beast. “Alas!” said she, “ what a great pity it is he should be so very 
frightful, he is so good-tempered and kind.” a. 


Beauty lived three months in this place very contentedly; the Beast visited 
her every evening; and she, perceiving in him new virtues, instead of dread- 
ing the time of his coming, was continually looking at her watch, to see if it 
was almost nine o’clock, at which hour he never failed to visit her. ‘There 


was but one thing that made her-uneasy; which was, that the Beast, before 
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BEAUTY AND THE BEAST. 


he retired, constantly asked her, if she would be his wife, and appeare : 
extremely unhappy at her refusals. 3 


Beauty one day said to him, “You distress me exceedingly, Beast, i in n obligin 
me to refuse you so often: I shall always be your friend—try to be satisfied’ 
“That I must needs do,” replied the Beast; “but I love you exceedingly 
however, if you cannot consent to. marry me, promise me never to leave me.” 
Beauty was quite confused when he said this, for she had seen in her mirror 
that her father had fallen sick of grief for her absence, and pined to see her, 
““T would willingly promise not to “leave you entirely,” said she, “ but I have 
such a desire to see my father, that if you refuse me the pleasure, I shall 
die of grief. 


“Rather would I die myself, Beauty,’ replied he, “than cause you any 
affliction. JI will send you to your father’s cottage; you shall stay there, and 
your poor Beast shall die of grief.” “ No,” said Beauty, weeping, “I love you 
too much to be the cause of your death; I will promise to return in a w eck, 
if you will permit me to see my dear father.’ “ You shall find yourself with 
him to-morrow morning, but remember your promise,” answered he. “ When 
you wish to return, you have only to put your ring on a table when you go to 
bed. Adieu, Beauty!” e 


When she awoke in the morning, she found herself in her father’s cottage— 
the merchant on beholding his daughter, was ready to die with joy. They 
embraced again and again: and Beauty, seeing her box of clothes by the bed 
side, thanked the Beast in her mind, for his attention. 


; 4 
Her sisters, hearing of her return, paid her a visit: but were ready to burst 


with envy when they saw her look so beautiful; the kindness she had shown 
them did not produce any effect, for their jealousy was increased, when she 
told them how happily she had liv ‘ed with the Beast. 


“Sister,” said-one of them, when they were alone, “a thought has just 
come into my head; let us try to keep her here beyond the week intended by 
the Beast, who will be so enraged, that ten to one but he eats her up in a 
moment, when she gets home.” To this the other agreed. | 


When the week was é€nded, her sisters pretended so much affliction at her 
leaving them, that she consented to stay another . Ww eek: Ruan she could 


- occasion her poor Beast thereby. 


The tenth night of her being at the cottage, she dreamed she was in the 
garden of the palace, and that “the Beast was expiring on a grass-plot, and in 
a dying voice reproached her with ingratitude. She awoke in the greates 
agitation, and burst into tears. ‘Am I not very wicked,” said she, “to ac 
so unkindly to a Beast who has treated me with so much kindness? I de 
not love him, but I feel for him the sincerest friendship, esteem, and grat 
tude. He must not be unhappy on my account.” 


She immediately arose, put her ring on the table, went to bed again, al 
was soon fast asleep. In the morning she with joy found herself in the palace 
of the Beast. She dressed herself with great care and elegance, and thought) 
she had never passed so longa day. At length the clock struck nine, but. no | 
Beast appeared. She then imagined she had been the cause of his death. | 
She ran from room to room, calling in the utmost despair, upon his name 
After seeking him in vain some time, she remembered her dream, and x 
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BEAUTY AND THE BEAST. 


towards the grass-plot; there she saw him extended senseless, and to a 
appearance dead. She threw herself upon his body, thinking nothing of 
ugliness; and finding his heart beat, ran and fetched some water from a sprin 
a short distance off, and threw it on his face. He opened his eyes, and sai 
« Beauty, you have forgotten your promise: my grief for your loss made 
resolve to starve myself to death; but at least I shall die content, since I have 
had the pleasure of seeing you once more.” | 
“No, my dear Beast,” returned she, “ you must not die, but live to becom 
my husband.—For, from this moment, I swear to be only yours.” 7 


Scarcely had she pronounced these words, before the palace was suddenl 
illuminated, and music, fireworks, and all other kinds of amusements, an 
nounced the most splendid rejoicings. What was her amazement to see, a 
at once, at her side the handsomest prince that ever was seen, who thanket 
her, with the utmost tenderness, for having broken his enchantment! 


‘Though this handsome prince was deserving of her whole attention, sh 
could not*refrain from asking him what was become of the Beast. ‘‘ You see 
him, Beauty, at your side,” answered the Prince: “a wicked fairy had con 
demned me to wear the form of a Beast, till a young lady both virtuous an¢ 
modest, should freely consent to marry me; and had forbidden me, on pain o 
death, to declare who I was. You alone have had the generosity to judge o| 
me by the goodness of my heart; and, in offering you my crown, the recom 
pense falls infinitely short of what I owe you for your kindness.” ee 


3eauty and the Prince proceeded together to the palace; when her astonish 
ment Was very greatly increased, to find there her father and all her family 
who bad been conveyed there by_the beautiful lady she had seen in her dream 
“ Beauty,” said the lady, for she was a great fairy, “ receive the reward of th 
virtuous choice you have made. You have preferred goodness of heart am 
sense, to beauty; you therefore deserve to find all these qualities in the sam 
person. You are going to be a great queen; .I hope a crown will not destro} 
your virtue. As for you, ladies,” said the fairy to the eldest sisters, “I hav 
long been witness to the envy and malice of your hearts. You shall becom 
two statues, and shall be fixed at the gate of your sister’s palace. You wi 
there witness the happiness your sister has acquired through the love an 
respect which she has shown for her parent, and by her meekness and indus 
try. This will be a sufficient punishment for you; and there you will remain t 
repentance shall change your dispositions, and you are sensible of your faults. 


At the same instant the fairy, with a stroke of- her wand, transported all 
who were present to the young Prince’s dominions, where he was received 
by his subjects with the greatest demonstrations of joy. He married Beauty, 
and passed with her a Jong and happy life. | 


Beauty’s father lived happily with them for some time, and died 
good old age. P 
Her brothers assisted the King in the administration of justice, and Dy 
their justice, moderation, and wisdom, became universally respected. a 
Her sisters, after continuing in their mortifying situation several years, welt 
restored by the good fairy to their original shape, and by their good conduct 
fully atoned for their past follies. | 
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JOHN MCLOUGHLIN, 


(Successor to Elton & Co.,) 
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TOY AND JUVENILE BOOKS, 


MANUFACTURER OF 


VALENTINES, GRATE APRONS, PRAMS PAPER, &O., 


24 BEEERMAN srREer, 
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PLEASURE: BOOKS FOR CHILDREN. . 


A New Series of Toy Books, twelve kinds, consisting of 
THE CHARMED FAWN, .© “ THE OLD DAME AND* HER SILVER SIX- 
THE UGLY LITTLE DUCK, oe ,. PENCE, 
THE STORY OF HANS-IN LUCK, .. “COURTSHIP AND WEDDING OF COCK’. - 
THE HISTORY OF RIP VAN wie OBIN AND JENNY WREN, 
STORY OF THE THREE BEARS, ~ oA E AND DEATH OF JENNY ‘WREN, 
HISTORY OF GOODY TWO:S8HOES, LITTLE” MAN AND LITTLE MAID, 
HOUSE THAT JACK BUILT, . fs THE FOX AND THE GEESE. 


x cat! Ay . : 
The above Series are beautifully illustrated and finely printed on good paper, making the 
handsomest Toy Books ever made in the country, . 


Site 


- MOTHER GOOSE’S: MELODIES, 86 Fine sidan tote. 
HARRY’S NURSERY TALES, 86 Fine Illustrations. 


The above little Books are the best of the kind made. 


a OK 


A AY AA ‘ze 7 Yt PPV RY BY Chee Pes 
Ae a cy Hoh fs Pack. ane 
/ SE SESS y aw AS KAS 
Eee Oa 
. : Ne ; 


JUST PUBLISHED, TWO NEW OCTAVO PRIMERS, 
THE GOOD BOY’S PRIMER'AND THE GOOD GIRL’S PRIMER. 
These are very good books in very large type for small children. 


MY LITTLE” DARLING'S A,. B, OC, 
This is a very fine Illustrated Mammoth Alphabet, each letter is illustrated by ae 
objects, well printed on fine paper. A Colored and Plain Edition 
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Just Published, a New Edition of =a 18mo. Fairy Tales, consisting 0 of 
LITTLE RED RIDING HOOD, ELVES OF THE FAIRY FOREST, 
“ROBIN: HOOD, PUSS IN BOOTS, 


LITTLE MATA, FAIR ONE WITH GOLDEN LOCKS. ; 


THE FAIRY GEM, the above books bound Reeeter: Ys 


CHRISTMAS TREE TALESSSS Se 

THE RABBIT AND OTHER TALES, THE MYSTERIOUS CUP, 
LITTLE MAID AND THE FARM TALES, THE PICTURES, 

THE CEDAR BIRD AND OTHER TALES, WHO MADE THE PIGEONS. 


ALPHABET CARDS, TWO NEW KINDS. 


Country Orders attended to with Punctuality. 
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‘Boston Public Library 
Central Library, Copley Square 


Division of 
Reference and Research Services 


The Date Due Card in the pocket indi- 
cates the date on or before which this 
book should be returned to the Library. 


Please do not remove cards from this 
pocket. 
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